Abstract.
Introduction

46
The Norwegian and the British Antarctic Expeditions to the South Pole are often expeditions as done by Huntford (1985) , but to rather demonstrate that the pressure and 75 temperature conditions during the journey to the pole in December for both polar parties and 76 back in February / March for Scott were unique in many aspects.
77
Data and Methods
78
The primary source of data for the British Antarctic expedition comes from atmospheric 
Results
166
While recent research has discussed the negative summer pressure trends across much of February (Fig. S8) . It is therefore not surprising to see a strong positive temperature anomaly for 233 the Norwegian polar party temperatures in early December (Fig. 3a) , when Amundsen was recorded at Cape Evans and Framheim were slightly negative throughout December (Fig. 3b ).
283
The negative temperature anomalies at these locations are consistent with the fact that the SAM values in early December when pressures were the highest (Fig. 3) being well above the 295 maximum anomaly in ERA-Int (Fig 4a) ; these temperature anomalies are consistent with the 296 above-average pressure anomalies at Framheim throughout all of December and the stronger positive pressure-temperature correlations on the polar plateau (Fig. S8) SAM influence in summer (Fig. 2) , and the stronger temperature -pressure correlations during
304
December along the Transantarctic mountains (Fig. S8 ) near Scott's route (Fig. 1) .
305
Even though both polar parties spent some time on the polar plateau in January 1912,
306
where temperature-pressure relationships are stronger (Fig. S8) , due to the much smaller pressure 307 anomalies at this time at Cape Evans and Framheim, it is not too surprising to see both parties 308 observe colder than average temperatures (Figs. 4a,b) . Because of the reduced temperature simultaneously observed persistent strong cold spells, unlike the warm spell in early December 315 discussed previously (Fig. 4c) .
316
When the pressure measurements at Cape Evans become exceptionally high again in 317 early February 1912 (Fig. 3a) , conditions change for Scott's party, and persistent above average 318 temperature anomalies were recorded again on the polar plateau (Fig. 4b) . Similar to the blizzard 319 conditions in early December he encountered on the Ross Ice Shelf, Scott makes frequent note of these warm conditions at the top of the Beardmore Glacier, providing further evidence that they 321 were exceptionally warm and not an artifact of elevation adjustments to the ERA-Int data. When 322 the daily mean temperature anomalies were the highest on February 9 th and 10 th 1912, more than 323 8°C and 10°C above the ERA-Int climatological average (Fig. 4b) Scott's party died a few weeks later, and it is plausible that they may have survived if they had 336 not slowed down on these days. The unusual warmth of early February, consistent with the 337 timing of exceptionally high pressures at Cape Evans and Framheim (Fig. 3a) , may have 338 contributed to that choice.
339
These much warmer-than-average temperatures in early February were followed by were corrected for elevation differences using the dry adiabatic lapse rate of 9.8°C km -1 . were corrected for elevation differences using the dry adiabatic lapse rate of 9.8°C km -1 .
